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In April 2021, thousands of FIU
students celebrated the first in-person
commencement ceremonies since the
COVID-19 pandemic began. These graduates
included Green School’s Milagros Yanes,
who was born prematurely and has lived
with visual and hearing impairments since
birth. Despite her disability, she embraced
a new language and culture when she came
to the U.S. from Cuba at 14. After earning
an associate degree with honors from
Miami-Dade College, she dove headfirst
into her studies at FIU. An Honors College
student, recipient of an FIU Global Learning
Medallion and an active member of multiple
honors societies, she served internships
with Congresswoman Donna Shalala and
the Consulate General of Spain before
graduating summa cum laude with a
bachelor’s degree in political science.

Milagros Yanes
Bachelor of Arts in
Political Science ’21
Creating a Just, Peaceful and Prosperous World
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A year like no other
As we emerge from a year like no other – during which our faculty and
students worked harder than ever and continued to flourish in oftentrying circumstances – I am pleased to share big news: The Steven J.
Green School of International & Public Affairs has been elected to the
prestigious Association of Professional Schools of International Affairs.
This validation speaks to everything for which we have endeavored and
will only further our commitment to education, research and outreach
at the highest levels.
Please read about that achievement as well as our many annual
highlights, among them:
FIU’s Model UN (MUN) team was ranked No. 3 in North America,
competing virtually due to the pandemic and winning best large
delegation at the most competitive conference on the circuit, the
Harvard National Model UN. Three members of the team also made it to
All-Star MUN teams.
Dr. Anthony Fauci, the country’s top infectious disease expert,
headlined the Sixth Annual Hemispheric Security Conference, along
with Costa Rican Vice President Epsy Campbell Barr.
Our annual State of the World conference continued to shine as our largest and most comprehensive global affairs
conference to date, featuring more than 100 speakers over five days and important bipartisan conversations on
major issues.
Thanks to a major gift from the Maurice A. Ferré Foundation – $2 million now and another $3.5 million to be raised
– the Green School celebrated the launch of its Maurice A. Ferré Institute for Civic Leadership to address issues
championed by the late mayor, including diversity, equity and social justice.
Green School history professor Bianca Premo was named a 2021 Guggenheim Fellow – one of the most competitive
awards – receiving $50,000 to research and publish her book examining the troubling and extraordinary case of a
young sexual abuse victim in 1939.
Green School faculty are playing a leading role in the $4.6 million Commons for Justice project funded by the
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. Led by Richard Olson and the Extreme Events Institute, the project will address
disparities in disaster preparedness and involves a cross-disciplinary team of FIU faculty from the Wolfsonian
Public Humanities Lab, the Pérez Metropolitan Center and the Kimberly Green Latin American and Caribbean Center.
In addition, the Wolfsonian Public Humanities Lab, led by history professor Rebecca Friedman, received another $1
million grant from the Mellon Foundation for a project to collect and preserve the stories of South Floridians.
Three of FIU’s five 2020-2021 Fulbright Scholars hailed from the Green School: Lukas Danner, Kenneth Lipartito
and Susanne Zwingel.
The nationally recognized Prosecutorial Performance Indicators project expanded to involve four prosecutors’
offices in Florida and a total of eight in the United States. The project is funded by a $3.7 million grant from the
MacArthur Foundation.
In the last year, the Green School exceeded it $12.5M fundraising goal, and our faculty and staff achieved a
100% giving rate as part of the university’s employee campaign.
We are excited about our future and we thank you for continuing to support the young leaders of tomorrow and
their faculty mentors in seeking to create a more just, peaceful and prosperous world.

John F. Stack, Jr., Ph.D.
Founding Dean

Creating a Just, Peaceful and Prosperous World
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Excellence Elevated
Green School earns election
into elite network of schools
of international and public affairs
The Steven J. Green School of International & Public Affairs has been
named a full member of the Association of Professional Schools of
First university

International Affairs (APSIA), making it the first university in Florida and

in Florida and

the youngest in the United States to achieve the prestigious designation.

the youngest

Internationally, only 40 institutions hold membership in the association.

in the United

FIU now stands alongside Georgetown University’s Edmund A. Walsh

States to achieve

School of Foreign Service, Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School of

this prestigious

Government and the Stockholm School of Economics.

designation
“This is a significant milestone for FIU,
for our faculty and for our students,’’
President Mark B. Rosenberg said. “Amid
an array of challenges around the globe,
this designation recognizes the work we
are doing to prepare our students to be
global leaders.’’
APSIA brings together the leading graduate
schools of international affairs worldwide
to improve global affairs education and
advance international understanding.
FIU’s quick rise to membership
demonstrates not only a deep
commitment to those twin goals but
speaks to an intentionality that predates
the formal creation of the Green
School as a freestanding college in
2008. Previously, the university made
the conscious decision to establish a
school of international and public affairs
within its college of arts and sciences to
encourage greater academic collaboration
among related departments and build
a community of students and scholars
dedicated to issues of global importance.
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Current Provost and Executive Vice
President Kenneth G. Furton, at the
time the dean of the college of arts
and sciences, recognized the value of
such a move in pursuit of association
membership and appointed as director
John F. Stack, Jr., a professor of politics,
international relations and law who went
on to serve as founding dean.
“Joining APSIA reflects positively on our
students and faculty,“ Stack said. “Our
innovative multidisciplinary approach to
teaching and research stands out and
helps prepare students for the challenges
and opportunities ahead.”
The momentum of the past dozen years
helped FIU secure its spot in record
time, said Shlomi Dinar, associate dean
of graduate studies and innovation who
guided FIU’s membership application
through the rigorous process.
“What’s really special about this election
is the fact that we are a very young
school,” said Dinar, who attributes the

Florida International University | Steven J. Green School of International & Public Affairs

success to the work of expert faculty, many of whom
are active within the 17 centers, institutes and
programs housed within the school.
“These are faculty who are not only known in their
fields, but also faculty who have gotten high honors
outside of FIU, have been recognized by disciplinary
societies and at the same time have engaged in very
robust research.”
Funding for research has increased over the years,
with grants awarded from organizations such as
the U.S. Agency for International Development,
the National Science Foundation and the National
Institute of Justice. The publication of studies in top
journals has drawn attention to the school for its
policy-oriented work.

the U.S. House of Representatives. She appreciates
both the classroom instruction she received while on
campus and the ongoing support of some of her most
valued professors, among them Eduardo Gamarra,
an expert on Latin America and the Caribbean who
conducts research and teaches in the areas of
security, democratization and elections.
“He had his own views and that’s great, but he never
tried to force you to adopt them,” Quintana says of
Gamarra, with whom she took both undergraduate
and graduate courses and has since interacted with
professionally during her career.
“We have had a relationship for easily over a decade,”
she adds, “and he’s somebody whose opinions and
research I still rely on to this day.”

Notably, several more-recent hires include professors
coming from government leadership positions, among
them a former Latin American president, a former UN
ambassador and a former U.S. assistant secretary of
state for democracy, human rights and labor.

Membership in APSIA will help FIU recruit additional
top faculty, visiting fellows and students through
participation at APSIA events as well as provide
students with new opportunities for careers
and internships.

Students, in turn, benefit by learning from those
involved in cutting-edge research as well as those
with experience in dealing with real-world problems.
Many graduates go on to secure high-level positions
within government, nonprofits and the private sector.

Steven J. Green, the former ambassador for whom
the school is named and whose financial support has
helped propel its work, praised the news. “We are
proud to be a part of this prestigious organization,”
he said. “Recent global events show how important
international dialogue is. FIU and the Green School are
preparing our students to be the global leaders and
changemakers of tomorrow who inspire and guide us
in building a more peaceful and prosperous world.”

Ana Rosa Quintana earned bachelor’s and master’s
degrees from the Green School in 2011 and 2013,
respectively, and currently serves as a professional
staff member for the Foreign Affairs Committee of

Our innovative multidisciplinary approach to
teaching and research stands out and helps
prepare students for the challenges and
opportunities ahead.”
–John F. Stack, Jr.

Creating a Just, Peaceful and Prosperous World
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FIU celebrates launch of
Ferré Institute for Civic Leadership
Widely regarded as the father of modern-day Miami, Mayor Maurice A. Ferré led the city through some of its
most challenging times. Through the creation of the Maurice A. Ferré Institute for Civic Leadership at FIU,
Mayor Ferré’s legacy of leadership and service will carry on to a new generation.
“Now more than ever we need people with the courage of a Maurice Ferré,” said FIU President Mark B.
Rosenberg, who conferred Ferré with an honorary doctorate in 2012. “He created a blueprint for change, for
leadership. His legacy inspires us, and it will motivate a whole new generation of leaders at FIU.”
Created with an initial $2 million gift from the Maurice A. Ferré Foundation, the new Maurice A. Ferré Institute
for Civic Leadership is housed in the Green School and addresses a wide range of issues championed by Ferré,
including diversity, equity and social justice. The Ferré family has pledged to raise additional funds for the
institute, totaling $5.5 million.
Members of the Ferré family joined university leaders, elected officials, students and faculty in May for a
formal gift signing ceremony followed by a panel discussion on the critical role of civic engagement in
American democracy.
“I can think of no better place to continue Mayor Ferré’s legacy of public service and his vision for promoting
social justice and diversity in civic leadership than at the Green School,’’ said Dean John F. Stack, Jr. “Uniting
the vision and legacy of Mayor Ferré with the vision of Ambassador Steven J. Green is a powerful combination
of ideals and values that will not only serve our students and this community for decades but, I believe, will
change our world.”
Maurice R. Ferré, M.D., son of the late mayor, said his father’s legacy was evidenced by the number of people
gathered in his honor at FIU. “I see a lot of people here who really loved Maurice Ferré,’’ he said. “My family
is blessed to have FIU as the place where his remembrance and his legacy will continue.’’
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AGATHA CARABALLO NAMED INAUGURAL DIRECTOR OF
FERRÉ INSTITUTE FOR CIVIC LEADERSHIP
FIU has named Agatha Caraballo director of the newly launched
Maurice A. Ferré Institute for Civic Leadership at the Steven J. Green
School of International & Public Affairs.
Caraballo, an associate teaching professor and assistant chair for
the Department of Public Policy and Administration at the Green
School, has an extensive record of organizing events and activities
related to public service and leadership and has been recognized
for exceptional teaching, mentorship and service. She has served
nationally with the American Society for Public Administration (ASPA)
and is a past president of the ASPA South Florida chapter.
Caraballo also directs a leadership studies certificate program at FIU
and is affiliate faculty in the African and African Diaspora Studies
Program as well as the inaugural director of teaching for the Black
Faculty Association at FIU. She contributes to the university’s Equity
Action Initiative as a member of the Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
Strategic Execution Team.
“Dr. Caraballo’s extensive public service, academic background,
leadership abilities and understanding of Ferré’s legacy provide her
with the tools to build and strengthen FIU’s Ferré Institute for Civic
Leadership,’’ said John F. Stack, Jr., dean of the Green School. “We
are excited to see what she will bring to this important new institute
at FIU.’’

Creating a Just, Peaceful and Prosperous World
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South Florida is no stranger to natural disasters, and FIU has a strong
commitment to service within the region. Pictured are students and staff
assisting in post-Hurricane Irma cleanup activities in the Florida Keys,
where low-end, workforce housing took the hardest hit.
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Mellon Foundation awards FIU
$4.63M to help vulnerable communities
p r e p a r e f o r, r e c o v e r f r o m d i s a s t e r s
Vulnerable communities, which include Black and Hispanic
South Florida residents, are often disproportionately
impacted by disasters such as hurricanes, floods and, more
recently, the COVID-19 pandemic.
FIU researchers plan to study and address these racial
and ethnic disparities over the next three years with a
$4.63 million grant from The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.
The Commons for Justice project will look for solutions to
address disparities in preparing for a disaster and increasing
a community’s ability to survive and recover. The project
was funded as part of the Mellon Foundation’s Just Futures
Initiative, in collaboration with 10 community organizations
and two FIU museums.
“Disaster research shows consistently that the poor are hit
harder than the better-off, and in the U.S., that often means
populations of color,” said Richard Olson, professor and the
project’s principal investigator and director of FIU’s Extreme
Events Institute and International Hurricane Research
Center. “We are seeing that again with this pandemic, with
our vulnerable populations taking disproportionate losses.
We have to openly admit, detail and honestly address the

problem. Our Commons for Justice project will do
exactly that.”
The project will bring together a cross-disciplinary team of
FIU faculty, led by FIU’s Extreme Events Institute and the
Wolfsonian Public Humanities Lab. It also will include the
Jorge M. Pérez Metropolitan Center, the Kimberly Green Latin
American and Caribbean Center and the Steven J. Green
School of International & Public Affairs. Team members have
longstanding and extensive experience with community
organizations and stakeholders, who will be key partners in
the project’s design and implementation.
Among other activities, faculty will research the most
pressing disaster risk and resilience problems in
predominantly vulnerable neighborhoods – from the
perspective of the neighborhoods themselves – and how
such problems are layered on top of other racial and ethnic
injustices. Throughout the project, there will be “solution
sessions,” during which FIU faculty and local community
leaders will come together to discuss measures that
can reduce disaster risk in and improve the resiliency of
vulnerable communities.

FIU AWARDED $1M BY MELLON
FOUNDATION TO HELP
PRESERVE ORAL HISTORY
OF LOCAL COMMUNITIES
In early 2021, Florida International University’s Wolfsonian
Public Humanities Lab (WPHL) was awarded a $1 million
grant from The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation for a project
to collect and preserve the stories of South Floridians.
The project, Community Data Curation: Preserving, Creating, and Narrating Everyday Stories, leverages the WPHL’s strong
community partnerships with eight South Florida archives, nonprofits, community centers and museums and helps digitize
and preserve community stories. The WPHL, along with FIU Libraries, works with student interns to record oral histories and
provide the necessary training and technical equipment so that these projects are sustainable and remain accessible to all in
the community.
The project’s goal is to ensure voices that have been historically silenced or marginalized are heard and recorded on their
own terms and made available for and by the community for generations to come. This approach goes along with the WPHL’s
mission of bridging the divide between scholars and the public.

Creating a Just, Peaceful and Prosperous World
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D r. A n t h o n y Fa u c i a n d C o s t a R i c a n
vice president lead 6th annual
Hemispheric Security Conference
Dr. Anthony Fauci, the country’s top infectious disease expert, and
Vice President of Costa Rica Epsy Campbell Barr joined thought
leaders and security experts from across the Western Hemisphere
to discuss the region’s security landscape at the 6th Annual
Hemispheric Security Conference.
Hosted by FIU’s Jack D. Gordon Institute for Public Policy and the
Kimberly Green Latin American and Caribbean Center (LACC), the
Hemispheric Security Conference (HSC) included 10 securityfocused virtual discussions. The sessions were streamed live in
English, Spanish and Portuguese.

Dr. Anthony Fauci

“After successfully hosting last year’s HSC virtually, we were eager
to keep the same format this year,” said Brian Fonseca, director of
the Gordon Institute.
This year’s HSC included a variety of discussions including a
fireside chat with Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases and chief medical advisor to the president,
conducted in partnership with Southern Command. Fauci
discussed vaccinations and the pressures to open the country
back up despite COVID-19 variants and constrained
healthcare systems.
Campbell Barr discussed the political and security challenges in
Central America and the Caribbean with Luis Guillermo Solis, former
president of Costa Rica and director of LACC.
“We cannot separate democracy and institutional structure
from social inversion and cooperation. They are part of the same
reality,” Campbell Barr said.

Epsy Campbell Barr
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Other notable speakers included Juan Gonzalez, special
assistant to the president and NSC senior director for the
Western Hemisphere; Rafael Guarín, national security advisor for
Colombia; Gerry Gouveia, national security advisor for Guyana;
and Alison August Treppel, acting executive secretary of the
Inter-American Committee against Terrorism of the secretariat for
multidimensional security at the Organization of American States.
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HIGHLIGHTS

State of the World
conference 2021
Struggle for democracy
around the globe
It began with the pandemic, ended with
climate change and covered nearly every
top-of-mind global issue in between.

Panelists discuss changes in Eurasia during State of the World 2021.

FIU’s fourth State of the World was the largest and most
comprehensive global affairs conference to date, featuring
more than 100 speakers over five days touching on topics
that spanned the globe from Africa, the Middle East and
Eurasia to the United States, Latin America and Australia.

assassination of Russian opposition leader Alexei Novalny
– leading Russian analyst Lilia Shevtsova compared State
of the World at FIU to Davos, the informal name for the
annual four-day conference held by the World Economic
Forum in Davos, Switzerland.

“Because it was completely virtual due to the pandemic,
this year’s State of the World gave students the chance
to hear from even more of the leading thinkers, scholars,
activists and policymakers than in prior years,” said David
J. Kramer, senior fellow at the Steven J. Green School of
International & Public Affairs and lead organizer of
the event.

“This is Florida Davos,’’ she said, noting that she attends
many conferences and had never participated in such an
“exceptional marathon” as State of the World. “I’m not
talking only about topics. I’m talking about people. I’m
talking about the depth of discussion and a readiness to
get rid of misperceptions.’’

“We covered almost every continent. We had six members
of Congress, which was a first for us. And most important,
we heard a lot of inspiring stories from people who are very
dedicated to keeping the struggle for democracy going
around the world.’’

Addressing the panelists at the close of the event on
Friday, Dean John F. Stack, Jr. said thanked participants for
“your voices, your stories, your wisdom and your hope for
change. We learned much from you. We covered the world
and explored some of the most formidable challenges
facing us as a human community.”

Sponsored by the Green School’s Dorothea Green Lecture
Series in collaboration with the McCain Institute at Arizona
State University, this year’s State of the World included
brief messages from former U.S. Secretary of State Henry
Kissinger and McCain Institute Board Chair Cindy McCain.
“I wish we could all be together in Miami again this year
for the State of the World conference,’’ McCain said. “I
enjoyed being there in person last year, and I look forward
to a time when we can gather again at FIU for meaningful
discussions on so many global topics.”
Speaking during a panel on changes in Eurasia – focused
on the brutality of the Putin regime and the attempted

Creating a Just, Peaceful and Prosperous World

Former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright spoke with Green School
Senior Fellow David J. Kramer during State of the World 2021.
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THE CUBA CONNECTION:

taking the pulse of the diaspora
In the leadup to the 2020 elections, the Green School published its always-anticipated
Cuba Poll. As it does every two years, the survey took an accounting of public opinion
among Cuban Americans in South Florida.
The longest-running research project of its kind, the Cuba Poll assesses the beliefs and in 2020, predicted the possible behavior - of the largest immigrant group in South
Florida and a key voting bloc. The political power wielded by the demographic makes it a
particularly interesting one to study.
“The FIU Cuba Poll provides analysts and activists with the most accurate information
about the attitudes of Cuban Americans towards a broad range of domestic and
foreign policy issues,” says Guillermo Grenier, principal investigator and professor in the
Department of Global and Sociocultural Studies. “It is the most quoted source on the state
of Cuban American political attitudes. Both [U.S. political] parties use the information
gathered by the FIU Cuba Poll to shape their strategies towards the Cuban American
electorate. During election years, in a state as tightly contested as Florida, understanding
the Cuban American electorate can mean the difference between victory and defeat.”
Grenier and Qing Lai, an associate professor of sociology, together questioned more than
1,000 Cuban Americans on topics related to, among others, the U.S. embargo and their
likelihood of voting for either Donald Trump or Joe Biden in the 2020 presidential election.
Despite wide differences in responses by age group - with younger Cuban Americans
more likely, for example, to vote Democratic - poll results indicated a 58 percent margin of
support in Trump’s favor. That number aligned perfectly with final vote tallies in MiamiDade, the county with the greatest percentage of Cuban American voters within the
United States.
Florida International University’s Cuban Research Institute (CRI) began sponsoring the
Cuba Poll in 1991 to record a snapshot of the Cuban-American community at a time of
major geopolitical change, including the collapse of the Soviet Union. Funding for the 2020
Cuba Poll was provided by the Green School, CRI, the Kimberly Green Latin American and
Caribbean Center and the FIU Office of the President.
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HAVEL PROGRAM
PRESENTS REPORT ON
CUBAN ECONOMIC CRISIS
In October 2020, the Václav Havel Program for
Human Rights and Diplomacy presented its
report, The Cuban Economic Crisis: Its Causes
and Possible Policies for a Transition, based
on a seminar titled, “Cuban Economy: The
Current Situation and Way Forward,” which the
Havel Program organized in February 2020 in
collaboration with the Center on Global Economic
Governance at Columbia University in New York.
The report was co-authored by Jan Svejnar, the
James T. Shotwell Professor of Global Political
Economy and director of the Center on Global
Economic Governance at Columbia, and Carmelo
Mesa-Lago, distinguished service professor
emeritus of economics and Latin American studies
at the University of Pittsburgh. It offers
a full and detailed description of the Cuban
economy today and suggests possible scenarios
for the future.
Havel Program Director Martin Palouš said he
hopes the report will stimulate a productive
discussion and be the first in a series of reports to
be produced as part of the Havel Program’s Cubafocused initiative.
The project aims to bring a new contribution to
the current Cuban debate, offer a comparative
framework based on the Central European
democratization experience and inspire global
dialogues on how Cuba, after more than six
decades of dictatorship and economic misery,
can set itself on a path towards democracy, social
justice and material prosperity.

Creating a Just, Peaceful and Prosperous World

13

New tool tracks COVID economic
recovery in South Florida
FIU researchers have created a tool to track the local economy’s recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic.
The monthly COVID Economic Recovery Index, developed at the Jorge M. Pérez Metropolitan Center, is
aimed at assisting local policymakers and economic and community development officials in strategy and
program development.

The index tracks key performance indicators at the
county level against state and national statistics, in three
categories essential for the recovery of the region: health,
the economy and housing. A score is given to each
category based on the level of recovery out of a total of
100 points – a higher score indicates a more positive
recovery. The health indicator tracks infection rates,
death rates and vaccination rates. The economy category
tracks job losses/gains, wages, monthly job postings,
first-time unemployment insurance claims and the
unemployment rate. The housing category tracks sales
activity, evictions and foreclosures.

“The impact of COVID-19 on our region is unprecedented,” said Ned Murray, associate director of the
Metropolitan Center. “We hope to quantify the impact of the pandemic through this index and guide
policymakers in their decisions during the economic recovery.”
The index initially focused on Broward, Miami-Dade and Palm Beach counties. All three counties
experienced major economic declines due to the initial economic shock and, later, the escalating number of
COVID-19 cases in Florida. A spike in infections halted modest improvements in the economy, triggering a
significant index drop across the tri-county area.
The COVID-19 Economic Recovery Index was supplemented by a quarterly “COVID-19 Economic Recovery:
Behind the Numbers” series that provided readers with a deep dive analysis and narrative on employment
figures, industry sectors and housing market trends. The first quarterly report was published in April 2021.

14

Florida International University | Steven J. Green School of International & Public Affairs

FIU Model UN
wins Harvard
National Model
UN Conference,
ranks third in
North America
Despite the pandemic and a challenging virtual
environment, the FIU MUN team battled successfully
among many of the most competitive universities in
North America, participating in nine simulations during
the Spring 2021 semester. The FIU team was ranked
third in North America by bestdelegate.com.

delivering the necessary tools to build effective
leadership, strong research capabilities and excellent
debate and negotiating skills. This year, however, the
team transcended tradition by rallying together virtually,
bringing passion and enthusiasm to each competition,
all while proudly carrying the FIU flag.”

As Best Delegate noted: “FIU persevered to retain its
reputation as one of the Top 5 teams on the circuit —
this is their eighth year in a row there. Their highlight
performance this year was winning Best Large Delegation
at the most competitive conference on the circuit,
Harvard National Model United Nations.”

The FIU MUN program thanks the seniors who
transitioned the program online, along with thanking
graduating head delegates Nicholas Velasquez, Ashley
Weathers and Brandon Lee.

The team also received Outstanding Small at McGill
University Model United Nations, the second most
highly ranked conference on the circuit. The team
consistently contended for delegation and individual
awards at the University of Chicago, Georgetown
University and UCLA conferences, among others.

John F. Stack, Jr., the dean of the Green School, noted:
“Our MUN students once again turned in exemplary
performances in the nine simulations attended
during Spring 2021. I am hugely grateful to Katerina
Geisler for her leadership, our head delegates and the
determination of our students. My thanks also goes
to FIU’s Student Government Association.” The latter
provides funding support.

Three FIU students were named to the MUN All-Star
Teams – senior Ashley Weathers was elected to the first
all-star team, while senior Nicholas Velasquez and firstyear Alexander Sutton won places on the second
all-star team.
The team also hosted a very successful high school
MUN conference. More than 300 students from across
Florida, the nation and internationally joined FIU’s
students who conducted the simulation. As Katerina
Geisler, who led the team, observed: “The FIU MUN
program is a stellar student development opportunity

Creating a Just, Peaceful and Prosperous World
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MacArthur-funded
prosecutorial
performance project
continues to expand

MELBA PEARSON NEW
DIRECTOR OF POLICY,
PROGRAMS AT CENTER FOR
ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE

State attorneys’ offices in Broward County and Orlando
recently joined a network of nationally recognized prosecutors
using data to gauge effectiveness, efficiency and fairness in
prosecution. With Broward and Orlando joining prosecutors in
Jacksonville and Tampa, the project – led by FIU and Loyola
University – now includes four prosecutor’s offices in Florida
and eight nationwide.
The project is funded by a $3.7 million grant from the
MacArthur Foundation and overseen at FIU by the Center for
the Administration of Justice, part of the Green School.
“Prosecutors in Florida are paving the way for a more raceequitable, transparent and data-driven criminal-justice system,”
said Melba Pearson, director of policy and programs for the
center and a co-manager of the project. “It is an honor to assist
them in their efforts to provide more transparency as we strive
to make data culture in prosecution the norm.”
The project’s partners are working to create public online
data dashboards that will offer a multilayered and holistic
assessment to move beyond individual cases to determine
broader impacts and effectiveness. The project includes 55
performance measures that challenge and expand traditional
measures of success in the field of prosecution, including
safety, community well-being, justice, equity and fairness for
everyone affected by the criminal justice system.
“FIU offers prosecutors an evidence-based framework with
which to use data to create a more equitable vision of justice.
Now is the time for researchers and prosecutors to work
closely together as partners, and we look forward to working
with the state attorneys in Broward and Orlando,” said Besiki
Kutateladze, criminology professor at FIU and the project’s
lead researcher.

16

FIU named former prosecutor and ACLU of Florida
Deputy Director Melba V. Pearson the director of policy
and programs for its Center for the Administration of
Justice. In this role, Pearson helps manage the center’s
$3.7 million MacArthur Foundation-funded project to
improve prosecutor efficiency and fairness through
data-driven analysis and performance measures. The
goal is to reduce racial disparities as well as increase
transparency and community engagement.
“Ms. Pearson is a nationally recognized expert on
prosecutorial reform with over 20 years of experience as
a senior prosecutor and policy expert,’’ said John F. Stack,
Jr., dean of the Steven J. Green School of International
& Public Affairs, which houses the center. “With Ms.
Pearson on board, FIU will be able to help establish the
center as the national leader in prosecutorial research
and reform.”
Pearson, who served as a senior prosecutor with the
Miami-Dade State Attorney’s Office for 15 years, was
instrumental in the expansion of the office’s Community
Prosecution Unit, which uses innovative, data-driven
programs to prevent and reduce crime. She previously
served as president of the National Black Prosecutors
Association, co-chair of the American Bar Association
and president of the Gwen S. Cherry Black Women
Lawyers Association.
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Green School brings together
international Jain scholars for
historic academic conference
How does the spiritual meet the physical? Is
consciousness linked to the soul? These are some of
the questions explored at the Second International
Conference on Science and Jain Philosophy, a
collaborative virtual event between the Green School, the
Jain Education and Research Foundation, the Federation
of Jain Associations in North America and the UC Davis
Jain Studies Program.
“The theme of this conference is intended to connect
scientists working on the interdisciplinary field of
consciousness studies to scholars of the Jain
religious tradition,” said Samani Chaitanya Prajna,
conference director, in her welcome address.
This virtual conference attracted more than 10,000
delegates from 27 countries, among them the United
States, Canada, the United Kingdom, India, Tanzania and
Russia. It included 45 paper presentations, a book launch
and a panel discussion. The conference was inaugurated
by the Ambassador of India to the United States Taranjit
Singh Sandhu, who said that Jain philosophies and ethical
precepts have much to teach the youth of today and can
help us to create a more harmonious future.
The conference examined diverse aspects of
consciousness found in Jain philosophy, such as the
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nature of consciousness, exploring the ideas of
sentience beyond conventional understanding and
the effects of spiritual technologies (cultural practices
meant to alter the mind, body, or spirit of an individual
or community) such as meditation, fasting, penance
(pratyakhyana) and repentance (pratikramana). The
conference brought spiritual mentors from all four
Jain traditions on a single platform, a first in an
international academic conference.
Professor Munishri Mahendra Kumar, of the ISOL
Foundation, explained the idea behind the series of
conferences, stating that it was important to conduct
scientific research on consciousness and connect
scientists with theologians and practitioners to create a
more peaceful world. For example, his presentations on
veganism connected the evolving ethics of animal rights to
the Jain principle of ahimsa (nonviolence).
“As the current economic system is critiqued through the
lens of the global climate crisis, Jain ideas of sustainable
economic development can promote new models of
international commerce to benefit the planet and sustain
it for future generations,” Kumar said. He added that
Jain meditations and philosophies of consciousness can
provide new avenues for scientific research in the future.
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Historian awarded prestigious
Guggenheim fellowship
History professor Bianca Premo was named a 2021
Guggenheim Fellow and will receive $50,000 to
research and publish her book, which examines the
troubling case of a young Peruvian girl who gave birth
at the age of 5 in 1939.
Her book, “The Smallest Subject,” will explore measures
taken by the Peruvian government to control access
to the girl and her case in the 1940s; her subsequent
disappearance from the public as a curiosity; and her
21st-century reemergence as an internet sensation
and national poster child of sexual abuse.
Premo’s inclusion in this prestigious group of 184
artists, writers, scholars and scientists is the result of
the Guggenheim Foundation’s rigorous and competitive
peer-review process of approximately 3,000 applicants.

interested in her through the changing lenses of ethical,
political and medical points of view as well as questions
of reproductive rights.”
Premo admits she grapples with the question of
whether and how we can ethically study those who
have been hurt, marginalized or even hidden from
history, including subjects who, like this Peruvian
woman, reject our gaze. Through the years, the story
has received constant scrutiny in print and online
— seeing the girl’s pregnancy is as easy as a Google
search. But doubt about its veracity still abounds.
Premo also received grant support for her book from
the National Endowment for Humanities and the
American Council of Learned Societies.

“As a scholar, I am interested in exemplifying an
ethical approach to an incredibly difficult topic and
to a subject who over almost 80 years has been
continually violated by people looking at her story
in print and online,’’ she said. “I plan to tell not only
her story but multiple stories of those who have been

Bianca Premo

The Facultad de Medicina “San Fernando,” of the San Marcos University in Lima, Peru, where history professor Bianca Premo
researches medical papers about the “youngest mother in the world”
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Professors awarded Stevens
Initiative grant to build virtual reality
experience for language acquisition
With a $543,439
grant from the
Stevens Initiative,
FIU researchers have
created a virtual
reality (VR) EnglishArabic language
learning community.

“

We built upon the
students’ interest
in studying
critical foreign
languages by
using virtual
exchanges
with their peers
abroad.”
–Melissa Baralt

Virtual Tabadul – the later means “exchange” in Arabic – is led by Melissa Baralt, professor in the
Department of Modern Languages, along with co-directors Stephanie Doscher of FIU COIL and
Lakhdar Boukerrou of the College of Engineering & Computing.
The project includes college-aged students in the United States, the Middle East and North
Africa who build language-learning communities through VR. Approximately, 1,400 students
are participating.
“We built upon the students’ interest in studying critical foreign languages by using virtual
exchanges with their peers abroad, now essential with the COVID-19 reality,’’ Baralt said. “Virtual
Tabadul is used to create Arabic curriculum and task-based instruction and is the first study
testing VR to maximize Arabic foreign language teaching and instruction,” Baralt said.
Twelve VR settings were created to adapt and scale the program for international language
exchange, based on students’ real-world needs and experiences. The new VR spaces represent
life in the US and North Africa – an outdoor market, a restaurant, a household setting, a cultural
environment, etc. Students meet on Zoom using their cell phones in Google Cardboard holders to
enter the real-world spaces to complete language learning tasks together.
Collaborators include researchers in the College of Communication, Architecture + the Arts,
the College of Engineering & Computing as well as FIU Arabic instructor Jamil Istifan and Ph.D.
students in the College of Arts, Sciences & Education.
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FULBRIGHT SCHOLARS

Fulbright Scholars undeterred
by COVID-19 pandemic
Four Green School faculty members were chosen for the prestigious Fulbright U.S. Scholar
Program. Lukas Danner, Rob Guerette, Kenneth Lipartito and Susanne Zwingel are part of
FIU’s 2020-2021 Fulbright cohort.

Rob Guerette

The COVID-19 pandemic derailed global mobility and engagement. FIU’s Fulbrighters,
however, were undeterred and focused on completing their mission. Fulbright fellows teach,
research and engage with the host community to advance relations between the host
country and the United States through people-to-people diplomacy.
Rob Guerette, professor of criminology and criminal justice is spending Fall 2021 in Iceland.
As a Fulbright Specialist, Guerrette shares his international expertise as a crime preventionist
and scientist with police and university staff. His experience in crime prevention and
transnational crime is an exact fit to address Iceland’s most pressing problem: cybercrime.
Guerette was invited by the University of Akureyri and the National Police Commissioner of
Iceland’s Center for Police Training and Professional Development to review the country’s
cybersecurity and critical infrastructure and help create continuing education courses on
cybercrime recognition and prevention.

Kenneth Lipartito

Kenneth Lipartito, professor of history, is spending the Fall 2021 semester at the Munk
School of Global Affairs and Public Policy at the University of Toronto. He is collaborating
with faculty on a multi-year research project to develop programs and policies to encourage
innovators in industry and government to develop new products, processes and services to
benefit all and reduce economic and social inequality.
Susanne Zwingel, associate professor of politics and international relations, traveled in Fall
2021 to the University of the West Indies (St. Augustine) in Trinidad and Tobago. Zwingel
researches and teaches international women’s rights norms and transnational feminism
in the Caribbean, in collaboration with the Institute for Gender and Development Studies.
Zwingel’s expertise is in gender norm development within global governance institutions and
she is interested in Caribbean feminist contributions to global development.

Susanne Zwingel
Lukas K. Danner, an instructor in the Department of Politics and International Relations
and research associate at the Jean Monnet Center of Excellence, was hosted in Reykjavik,
Iceland, earlier in 2021. As public health conditions on the Nordic island were deemed
safe, Danner was hosted as Fulbright-NSF Arctic Research Scholar at the Centre for Arctic
Studies of the Institute of International Affairs at the University of Iceland until June 2021.
Danner’s research analyzed priorities set by the Icelandic Arctic Council chairmanship to
bring together interests of larger and smaller Arctic Council members and observers with
indigenous peoples and nongovernmental organizations.
Lukas K. Danner
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FIU’S FULBRIGHT
PROGRAM CHAMPION:
IQBAL AKHTAR
The Fulbright program is celebrating
its 75th anniversary in 2021. The
program and FIU are successful in
meaningful engagement because of
g l o b a l c h a m p i o n s l i k e I q b a l A k h t a r.
Since the mid-1970s, FIU scholars have received Fulbright
awards and made the Fulbright mission their own: to
increase mutual understanding and support friendly and
peaceful relations between the people of the United States
and the people of other countries.
Returned Fulbrighters develop a lifelong affinity to
the program and continue to infuse people-to-people
diplomacy into their academic life.
Iqbal Akhtar — an associate professor who holds
appointments in the departments of religious studies and
politics and international relations and is also founding
director of Western Indian Ocean Studies as well as
program director of Jain Studies — was a Fulbright
champion way before he even decided to apply himself
for a Fulbright grant.
“I observed the wide breadth and depth of scholarship
that visiting scholars and students sponsored by Fulbright
brought to the Green School and knew that, with some
engagement and coordination, I could harvest their
knowledge and talents to advance our programs,”
says Akhtar.
Amit Ranjan was hosted by the Department of Modern
Languages as a Fulbright Foreign Language Teaching
Assistant (FLTA) for Hindi in 2015-2016. During Ranjan’s
time at FIU, Akhtar noticed his extensive knowledge in
Anglo-Indian and Hindi Literature and his keen interest in
engaging with the on- and off-campus communities. “Dr.
Ranjan’s expertise was ideal to support us in developing
South Asian studies initiatives.”
This led to Akhtar submitting an application for a Fulbright
Scholar-in-Residence award (S-I-R), which is designed for
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U.S. institutions to invite a foreign scholar to teach
courses or guest-lecture and lend unique knowledge
in curriculum and new program development for a
semester or a full academic year. Ranjan was thrilled
about the opportunity to return to Miami to spend
2019-2020 as FIU’s first Fulbright S-I-R. His time cut
short by the COVID-19 pandemic, Ranjan returned to
India in early 2020 but is expected to return to FIU to
complete the second half of his S-I-R project.
Since then, Akhtar has submitted a second S-I-R
application that resulted in the successful award
for a senior scholar from Sri Lanka. Professor B. A.
Hussainmiya of the Department of Social Studies at
Southeastern University of Sri Lanka will join FIU in
the spring of 2022. Hussainmiya will provide support
with developing the Muslim World and Jain Studies
centers as well as the Tamil language and
studies initiative.
Akhtar also seized the opportunity to host four
Fulbright FLTA visitors to teach Hindi, Turkish, Urdu
and Uzbek language courses and serve as cultural
ambassadors in the campus and the local community
in Fall 2021.
To advance his own research, Akhtar is currently
serving as a Fulbright Scholar himself, working in
Pakistan on a project to help excavate that country’s
unique history.
“Pakistan has been shuttered for a long time but is
now experiencing a new openness for international
collaboration and exchanges,” Akhtar says. “Fulbright
is giving me a unique opportunity to not only develop
my own scholarship but to engage one-on-one with
faculty and students whose interests intersect with
ours and to initiate collaborative work.”

Professor Iqbal Akhtar (second from left) with Fulbright
visitors from Myanmar, Afghanistan and United Arab
Emirates and a graduate student from France during
FIU International Education Week 2019
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Professor will lead World’s
Largest Public Administration
Professional Association

In April 2021, Allan Rosenbaum, distinguished
university professor in the Department of Public Policy
and Administration, assumed the Presidency of the
American Society for Public Administration (ASPA) until
2023. He first served as president of ASPA six years
ago and is the third person in the organization’s 83year history twice selected to lead.
With 10,000 members – among them academics as well
as national, state and local government officials – ASPA
is the world’s largest professional association devoted
to advancing the discipline of public administration
and the cause of effective, accountable and ethical
government. Its annual conference, organized this
year via zoom, with over 2,000 member participants,
is the largest annual global conference focused upon
improving the quality of research and practice in
government and public service delivery.
During his inauguration Rosenbaum pledged to continue
ASPA’s commitment to building inclusive and responsive
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government and the professional development of
members working at senior levels in the public and
nonprofit sectors. He referenced the current climate
of intense political polarization and urged members
to engage more vigorously to advocate policies to
strengthen the American democracy. Rosenbaum said
he would present major policy initiatives to support
post-high school national service for all American
youth and, in conjunction with state governments,
work to create a national program to strengthen civic
education, the latter to be administered by establishing
a national museum of public service and democracy in
Washington, D.C., with outreach to the 50 states.
Rosenbaum pledged that over the next two years
he would work to make all this happen while at the
same time continuing the organization’s traditional
work in improving the research, education and
practice in the area of public management and
government administration.
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A Way Forward
f o r Ve n e z u e l a :

Gordon Institute Director
Brian Fonseca testifies before
House Foreign Affairs Committee
In Spring 2021, Jack D. Gordon Institute for Public Policy Director Brian
Fonseca testified before the House Foreign Affairs Committee’s Western
Hemisphere, Civilian Security, Migration, and International Economic Policy
Subcommittee. The hearing, titled “A Way Forward for Venezuela,” focused on
the humanitarian, diplomatic and national security challenges facing the Biden
Administration with Venezuela.

“

What can the

United States do to
alleviate the ongoing
humanitarian crisis,
regain influence on
the ground, displace
our geopolitical rivals,
aid in the restoration
of democratic
governance and
help pave the way
for a prosperous
country for the
Venezuelan people?”
–Brian Fonseca

“The question before the House today is not whether the Venezuelan
government is a repressive and corrupt authoritarian regime. That is clear,”
said Fonseca. “Rather, what can the United States do to alleviate the ongoing
humanitarian crisis, regain influence on the ground, displace our geopolitical
rivals, aid in the restoration of democratic governance and help pave the way for a prosperous country
for the Venezuelan people.”
Fonseca spoke alongside Cynthia J. Arnson of the Wilson Center Latin America Program as well as
Feliciano Reyna of Acción Solidaria and Ryan C. Berg of the American Enterprise Institute. All four
expressed the importance of reevaluating existing diplomatic and economic relations with Venezuela as
well as readjusting existing sanctions that may be hurting the long-term interests of the United States
as well as those of the Venezuelan people.
Fonseca also placed a spotlight on Russo-Venezuelan relations but noted that it is vital to understand
the role of other key countries, among them China and Cuba, in Venezuela’s domestic and foreign
policy interests.
“The considerations binding Russia, Venezuela [and others] are far less ideological. Instead, these
countries are tied together by common authoritarian political structures and economic and political
opportunism,” said Fonseca. “Furthermore, these countries all share antagonistic relationships with
the United States. Regime survival combined with our policy positions, for better or worse, encourage
these authoritarian countries to travel together.”
The hearing was one of the first of the 117th Congress and the first for this subcommittee. Fonseca
remarked that the hearing’s existence is a testament to the importance of Venezuela to the United
States and its commitment to the Venezuelan people.
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FIU Master of Arts in Global Affairs
prepares students for policy careers

RANKED

TOP 40

by Foreign Policy magazine

Ranked one of the Top 40 master’s programs in the world for policy
careers in international relations by Foreign Policy magazine, the
FIU Master of Arts in Global Affairs offers students a premier global
affairs education while also preparing them for careers in the public
and private sector. This two-year graduate program offers three
tracks – Globalization and Security, International Crime and Justice,
and Cybersecurity and Technology Policy. Two of the tracks are
available fully online. Interdisciplinary courses are taught by faculty
with experience working in global organizations and government
agencies. These courses are designed to use a hands-on, active
learning approach instead of traditional lecture format to prepare
students to think systematically, critically and creatively to tackle
some of the world’s pertinent global security issues.
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After successfully graduating from the Global Affairs Program in Spring 2017, Pierre
Funderburk was offered a job with Raymond James Financial Services. Funderburk
and a student colleague from the same cohort were partnered with Raymond James
Financial Services and U.S. Special Operations Command for their capstone research
project – exploring the topic of money laundering in social media and online gaming.
Clearly, his agency mentors were impressed – offering Funderburk an Anti-money
laundering analyst position. After several years with Raymond James, Funderburk
transitioned to USAA Bank as a regulatory quality assurance analyst. He says he is
grateful to the Global Affairs program for the education, guidance and networking
opportunities that helped him start his career.
Pierre Funderburk, MA ’17

Selma Jasarevic began the Global Affairs Program in Fall 2020. Her passion for
human rights and advocacy were shaped during her journey to the United States
as a Bosnian refugee from war-torn Yugoslavia when she was just three years old.
Years later, her work for the International Rescue Committee with human trafficking
victims further cemented her desire for studying global affairs. Today, Jasarevic is
excelling academically. She has secured a fulltime position as an Investigator for the
State of Florida, representing death row inmates by investigating the legality of their
convictions and sentences.

Selma Jasarevic

Alexandra Thulin MA ’19

Alexandra Thulin’s experience living in India and working with NGOs on issues
such as education, child protection, resource management, sanitation, women’s
empowerment and income generation further developed an interest in studying
international development and global affairs. After successfully graduating from
the program in Spring 2019 and completing a graduate national security certificate
through the Green School’s Jack D. Gordon Institute for Public Policy – she secured
a job as a business development manager for stabilization and transition with
DT Global, an international development firm. In her current role, she supports
development and delivery of competitive proposals in response to solicitations from
international development donors such as USAID and the German Federal Foreign
Office. Thulin says the curriculum’s relevant course work trained her to critically
understand specific global sensitivities and crises and how to effectively
approach them.

Tyler McDaniel’s keen interest in national security was a major thrust in his decision
to pursue a master’s degree in Global Affairs in Fall 2019. While completing his
undergraduate degree, McDaniel was selected by the Green School’s Jack D. Gordon
Institute for Public Policy for a national security focused fellowship funded by the
U.S. government. During the one-year fellowship, McDaniel focused on Chinese cyber
and technology acquisition. Tyler successfully graduated in Spring 2021 and is now
a graduate fellow with the National Nuclear Security Administration at the Pacific
Northwest National Laboratory.
Tyler McDaniel MA ’21

Photo not shared as McDaniel considers a job in national security
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Interns at
MITRE work
on a safer world
It’s rare for anyone to receive a behind-the-scenes
education of how the country’s cyber operations work.
But for some Panthers interning at MITRE in the summer,
this is their reality. FIU students interning at MITRE
develop their skills in cyber, computer engineering
and software.
MITRE is a nonprofit organization working in the public
interest with federal, state and local governments, and
industry and academia. MITRE’s mission is to solve
problems for a safer world. FIU and MITRE established
a strategic partnership in 2019 to perform joint R&D,
develop student talent and promote innovation.
The Green School’s Jack D. Gordon Institute for
Public Policy is an important part of this universitywide collaboration.
MITRE intern Angel Castro ’20 works from home.

“We find ways of meeting not just today’s challenges,
but the challenges that are emerging,” said Vice President
for Strategic Engagement and Partnerships at MITRE
James Cook.
MITRE has technical, operational and managerial
expertise across a variety of subject areas. Examples
include using computer analytics to identify rogue
pharmacies filling fraudulent prescriptions and figuring
out how to improve GPS signals for safer commercial
airplane navigation.
“The MITRE partnership has provided us with an
opportunity to broaden the pathway to access highquality internships,” said Senior Vice President of
Academic & Student Affairs Elizabeth Bejar.
Although most internships have been remote during the
coronavirus pandemic, the quality of the experience has
been excellent, says Shannon, an intern at MITRE. She
has conducted research on a wide range of topics, from
location analysis to social media analytics.
(Shannon cannot reveal her last name due to future
cybersecurity concerns).
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“The MITRE partnership has
provided us with an opportunity
to broaden the pathway to access
high-quality internships.”
–Elizabeth Bejar

“I don’t know if it’s just the quarantine and everybody’s
stuck inside, but everyone has been so happy to talk to
me. It’s been a really great experience,” Shannon said.
While researching social media analytics at MITRE,
Shannon reached out to employees for their expertise.
Ten employees answered her call. She has even been
able to talk at length with the head of MITRE’s artificial
intelligence area.
“I talked with her for a long time about facial recognition
and tattoo recognition. It’s that kind of first-hand
experience that I wouldn’t get anywhere else,”
Shannon said.
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3 Green School
students win
Clinton Global
Initiative awards
Three undergraduates, Amelia Raudales, Emelie Jimenez and
Sophia Jaimes, have been recognized by the Clinton Global Initiative
U (CGI U) for their ideas on improving life for people both locally and
around the world.
Founded in 2007 by President Bill Clinton, CGI U is a part of the Clinton
Foundation and seeks to engage students at college campuses
globally. The program supports people who have new projects that can
benefit humanity with leadership training, networking, mentoring and
funding opportunities. Students at CGI U conduct their work in many
fields, like the environment, public health and poverty alleviation.

Amelia Raudales

For students such as freshman Sophia Jaimes, the program is an
opportunity to transform passion into real action. The international
relations major is looking to make college readiness easier.
“There are people at public schools who [grew up] like me. They don’t
have access to practicing SATs. They’re not aware of waivers available
to them,” Jaimes says. “My project is to help them apply, take the test
and give them a better chance of getting higher education debt-free.”
Each CGI U awardee is assigned a “commitment to action” mentor, who
works with students one-on-one to help them advance their projects.

Emelie Jimenez

Junior Emelie Jimenez, majoring in political science, had an idea to fight
homelessness. She is conducting research on homelessness in MiamiDade and, with support from the foundation, hopes to create a small
neighborhood of tiny, individual shelters for people living on
the streets.
“My data compiled by interviewing [homeless people], found that a lot
of the time they have a problem trusting shelters. So they would rather
stay on the streets. With this project, we would try to mend that trust
factor and give them a community base,” Jimenez says.
Sophia Jaimes
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Students awarded
selective Millennium
Fellowships by United
Nations initiative

Several of FIU Millennium Fellows during one
of their Zoom meetings

Making an impact at a global level is a lofty goal.
And for one group of students, this is their activity
of choice.
Twenty-four FIU students, including several from the
Green School, were selected to receive Millennium
Fellowships to develop and implement projects
positively impacting their communities.
Run by the Millennium Campus Network and the
United Nations Academic Impact, the fellowships
allow undergraduate leaders globally to receive
training, gain connections and earn credentials
to advance the 17 United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals.
The students were selected from more than 15,000
applicants on more than 1,000 campuses across the
globe. Last year, FIU was one of only 80 campuses
globally hosting Millennium Fellows, and the second
year FIU had the distinction.
FIU’s fellows organized projects to address a
wide range of topics including global health; sex
and gender violence; race issues; food insecurity;

Creating a Just, Peaceful and Prosperous World

migrant workers’ rights amidst the pandemic; and
environmental sustainability. The local and global
projects ranged from virtual events and fundraisers
to websites that empower, inform and
connect communities.
For example, Estela Rodriguez, a political science
and international relations major, is working to help
rural communities in her native Honduras. After
the pandemic hit, Rodriguez returned to Honduras
and with a group of friends launched a fundraising
initiative to provide food for the rural communities
most impacted by the pandemic.
“I am excited to receive the Millennium Fellowship.
It is a great opportunity to reach more families
in Honduras,” she said. “COVID-19 had a massive
impact on rural families and my goal is to provide food
and daily necessities.”
The Millennium Fellowship team provides a
curriculum, discussion topics, learning objectives
and training materials; FIU’s Office of Global Learning
provides support.
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FIU IN DC

Ta l e n t L a b p r o g r a m s p r e p a r e s t u d e n t s
for real-world advocacy
Introducing advocacy to undergraduate students is yielding
results. Recently, two students who participated in FIU in DC
programs advocated directly to members of Congress.
Zyannah Greaux—a criminal justice major and Hamilton
Scholar within FIU in Washington, D.C.’s Talent Lab—served
as FIU’s delegation leader to a national “Lobby Weekend”
focused on systemic racism and the militarization of
policing, hosted by the Friends Committee on National
Legislation (FCNL).
As delegation leader, she hosted a conversation, “Protecting
Black Women,” and recruited nine FIU students to participate
in virtual visits to offices of Senators Marco Rubio and Rick
Scott and Representative Carlos Gimenez (representing FL-26,
which includes the Modesto A. Maidique Campus) to express
support for the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act
(H.R. 1280).
“We urged for the specific provisions of banning chokeholds,
banning no-knock warrants, reforming qualified immunity,
limiting the 1033 program, as well as redefining the standard
use of force by the police,” Greaux said. “It was a great
experience filled with meeting so many people from around
the nation.”

Zyannah Greaux, Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and
Japheth Kariuki.

This bill was introduced to the House of Representatives
by Rep. Karen Bass (CA-37), whose office is a regular
stop during FIU’s annual DC Fly-In for students from the
Fostering Panther Pride program, as she is the co-founder
and chair of the Congressional Caucus on Foster Youth.
Greaux participated in The Talent Lab, FIU in DC’s
comprehensive program to ensure success for FIU
students seeking the opportunity to make an impact on
the world’s greatest challenges through Fly-In Seminars,
internships and courses in the nation’s capital.

FIU HOSTS NATIONAL DIALOGUES TO EXPLORE CHALLENGES,
SOLUTIONS IN ENVIRONMENTAL RESILIENCE
In April, FIU in Washington, D.C. hosted two national virtual conversations to identify
environmental policy priorities and solutions. Their findings were included in a report for
the administration’s consideration prior to the White House’s Leaders’ Climate Summit.
Key stakeholders - ranging from congressional staffers, federal agency officials and other
top university researchers nationwide - participated in “Salient Solutions: Building Resilient
Coastal Communities.” The audience interacted by answering a series of poll questions
to determine how actions in support of hazard mitigation might be prioritized. Among the top responses: better data and
recordkeeping, improved resource allocation and greater community communication and education.
The two events provided a high-level introduction for 19 FIU students who participated as part of a larger, three-day virtual
seminar around questions of environmental resilience, economic growth and national security. The experience introduced the
young people to career opportunities through various panel discussions featuring representatives of think tanks and advocacy
organizations as well as researchers and lobbyists.
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Student interns are getting D.C.
experience virtually
While the coronavirus pandemic initially cast
uncertainty over summer internship plans, many
Panthers interned with organizations based in the
D.C. area, mostly virtually.
Thanks to the support of Make a DifferenceDC scholarship fund and collaboration with
national partners, like STEMConnector, the
Congressional Hispanic Leadership Institute, and
USAgainstAlzheimers, FIU students were still able to
make an impact nationally in the summer of 2020.

Outside of their worksite responsibilities, current and
aspiring D.C. interns attended FIU in DC’s Summer
Impact Series of virtual professional development
events, which included career advice from a senior
executive in the U.S. Department of Commerce and a
high-powered discussion of voting rights ahead of the
2020 elections in partnership with the Brennan Center
for Justice, German Marshall Fund, and Issue One.
Another D.C. educational program that went virtual
during the summer of 2020 was the third annual
installment of the Effective Governmental
communications course hosted by FIU in DC,
the Jack D. Gordon Institute for Public Policy and
the Green School.

Anais Menjivar, a political science and international
relations major, interned for Congresswoman
Frederica Wilson.

Anais Menjivar, a senior studying political science and
international relations, interned for Congresswoman
Frederica Wilson (FL-24), where she worked to build
bi-partisan support for H.R. 1636, which seeks to
establish a Commission on the Social Status of Black
Men and Boys and is also sponsored by Senator Marco
Rubio in the Senate.
“It feels great to put knowledge from my classes to
practical use as I learned how to interpret legislation
and synthesize key ideas, while addressing disparities
in education, health, and the criminal justice system,”
said Menjivar.

Creating a Just, Peaceful and Prosperous World

Mike Hernandez, president of FIU Alumni
Association and a Green School alumnus

Taught last year by the president of the FIU Alumni
Association Mike Hernandez, a seasoned public affairs
practitioner, guest speakers during summer 2020
included former Congressman Joe Garcia, agency
officials from the State Department, Trump and Biden
campaign advisers and Alex Burgos, the new director of
policy communications for Facebook.
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ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

FIU geography degree uses
big data to help solve
global challenges
To a geographer, the answer to a simple question such
as “Where are you from?” offers a vast amount of
information about people. From pandemics to politics,
agriculture to climate change and segregation to
migration flows, today’s geographers can analyze the
data about places and offer more accurate information
for organizations to address world issues.

aggregate massive amounts of information and provide
analysis for her organization to make better decisions.
Interested in sustainability, she found her way to the
geography department and never looked back. “My
inspiration is my community,” declares Vargas, who
views her job as a commitment to help make changes
for better living.

“People often have a seventh-grade idea of what
geography is because that’s where we are introduced to
places, maps and state capitals, but it incorporates so
much more, like sustainability, transportation patterns,
and logistical systems to name a few areas,” says
Green School instructor Kevin Grove, who stressed that
geography is an integrative discipline.

Today’s geographers draw knowledge and information
from many areas, including political science, economics,
sociology, environmental studies, cultural studies
and anthropology. Both qualitative and quantitative data
factor into how geographers make recommendations.

FIU’s bachelor’s degree in geography is available in
person and also fully online.
Alumnus Joel Bernal Garcia ’19 wanted to be a
geographer in sixth grade and eventually found his calling
with the geographic information system (GIS) courses.
He studied historical sea-level rise in the Everglades and
southeastern Miami-Dade County. Today, he works with
the Florida Department of Transportation and provides
the data used for infrastructure projects and purchasing.
“People presume that geography is maps, but that is
not necessarily true,” Garcia says. “It’s about patterns in
data and is very practical.”
Jessica Vargas ’18, agrees with Garcia. She also works
for the Florida DOT and added her degree allows her to
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For example, in 2020, geographers in South Florida
were among the experts guiding organizations and
governments to serving clients and citizens effectively
in difficult circumstances. That work included helping
establish easily accessible locations for COVID-19
testing sites that could serve the greatest number of
individuals. It also meant assisting in decisions regarding
preparations for potential evacuations and sheltering
during an active hurricane season.
Beyond government, private firms offer career
opportunities for those who study geography, with one
alumna, Lourdes Ginart ‘15, working as a cartographer
and CIS analyst for an urban planning and architecture
firm. And the job market should only heat up.
“We know that geography plays a huge role in everything
in our life,” concludes Grove. “When you study geography,
you’re equipped to go into many different directions.”
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Joel Bernal Garcia ‘19

Creating a Just, Peaceful and Prosperous World

Jessica Vargas ‘18

Lourdes Ginart ‘15
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New program inspires
public service, leadership
in South Florida and beyond
Across the nation, the MPA program and its constituent
evening, online and executive tracks are highly recognized.
Among its many recognitions, U.S. News & World Report
consistently ranks FIU’s MPA as the Best Public Affairs
Program in South Florida, within the top three in the state
of Florida and top six in the nation among Hispanic
Serving Institutions.

The pandemic, social climate and environment call for
public service, public leadership and effective public
policies. The Green School offers many ways for students
and alumni to apply their degrees in these areas —
especially those with or pursuing an Executive Master of
Public Administration.
The new EMPA degree is offered in a hybrid format to
reach more professionals in the nation and internationally.
The curricula, rooted in equity, diversity and inclusion,
provides the tools to build civic engagement, programs and
policies to empower minority and disadvantaged residents,
says Shaoming Cheng, associate professor and MPA
program director in the Department of Public Policy
and Administration.
“Many of our graduates are leaders within our
communities managing the most relevant issues of
our time such as equitable and inclusive governance
and engagement, economic development, municipal
management, public budgeting, affordable housing, public
transportation, police-community relations, smart cities,
public policy analytics and community sustainability and
resilience,” Cheng says.
The new hybrid EMPA format relies on online teaching
and can be completed in 12 months. The program builds
on the strengths, experience and success of FIU’s existing
fully online MPA and executive MPA tracks, adds Cheng.
The hybrid EMPA also offers in-person academic
residences, which enable cohort bonding, networking
and experiential learning.
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Tamecka McKay, whose
background is in
information technology,
knew that to pursue
a leadership position
working for Broward
County Public Schools
(BCPS), she’d need an
advanced degree, but
one with versatility. She
worked for the Town of
Davie when she started
the program.
Tamecka McKay

“The courses were so diverse. I rely on the tools I learned
to help me with business units within the district that
service students and teachers,” says McKay, who graduated
in 2018 and began work at BCPS. Currently she is an
enterprise infrastructure services manager for the BCPS
information and technology department.
“The degree teaches you how to adapt and restrategize
and, because of it, I feel more confident to take on a
director’s position,” she says.
For alumna Cyntheoria Renéa Peterson, captain at the
Broward Sheriff’s Office, engagement is key to helping her
community. Peterson graduated in 2020 and put her skills
to work with outreach programs to maintain a dialogue
with residents.
“The program offers the tools to handle today’s world. With
the pandemic, we’re flying a plane while we’re building
it,” she says, explaining her strategic plan is to forge
relationships “before cities are burning.”
“I brought a group of community leaders together,” Peterson
says. “The messaging can be helpful or dangerous. I totally
‘get’ the frustration people feel.”
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Remote course
explores the world of
fantasy and religion
How are hobbits, dragons and
dire wolves related to religion and
its complexities?
A unique remote course on the subject
of fantasy and religion, offered through
the Department of Religious Studies,
examined that question and more.
Students delved into various readings,
including the Narnia series by C.S Lewis,
“The Lord of the Rings” by J.R.R. Tolkien,
“A Song of Ice and Fire,” popularly known
as “Game of Thrones,” by George R.R.
Martin and other relevant materials that
help answer questions relating to the
role of religion in fantasy literature.
“I think that so many of us have enjoyed
fantasy literature over the years but
not always made the connections
with culture, history or even current
events,” explains Jeanette Smith, course
professor. “A large part of the class is
discussion and engagement with the

students either reading or watching
various materials ahead of time in
preparation for what usually turned
out to be very spirited class
discussions.” Key themes around
which the students engaged include
creation myths, innocence and
experience, ritual, sacrifice,
redemption and religious diversity.

This class has
been one of the
highlights of my
college experience,
and I could not
recommend it more.”

To surprise the students and further
encourage their interest, Smith early in
the semester arranged for a personalized
video featuring actor Miltos Yerolemou,
a star of the wildly popular “Game of
Thrones” fantasy drama television series.
In character as sword fighter Syrio Forel,
Yerolemou addressed Smith by name
and greeted the class. The unexpected
moment left students stunned. Grateful
for the effort, they at the end of the
course invited Smith to participate in an
online event that turned instead into an
opportunity for sharing their gratitude,
in both words and video, for her creative
teaching.
“I’m still amazed by it,” says Smith, a
recent winner of FIU’s Outstanding
Adjunct Professor Award, of the way in
which students thanked her. Their action
drove home for her the value of trying
something new at the very moment when
life took a dramatic, even frightening,
turn.
“I can’t think of a better thing for us to
do during a pandemic,” Smith said, “than
immerse ourselves in a world of wonder.”

Creating a Just, Peaceful and Prosperous World
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GREETINGS,
COVIDIANS:
S E E I N G C O V I D -1 9
THROUGH FRESH EYES
With widespread videoconferencing burnout and extended
quarantine practices, the effects of social distancing became
stressful for many. With social media as the window through
which many viewed the world, a sense of solitude and solidarity in
working remotely evolved during the coronavirus pandemic.
GREETINGS, COVIDIANS — an interdisciplinary project helmed
by the Research Network for Health and Society — provided an
outlet for that social limbo and the possibility to reach South
Florida’s policymakers. The network is a collaborative effort
between the Kimberly Green Latin American and Caribbean
Center and the Department of Global & Sociocultural Studies
that “explores the definition of health care and attitudes about
health in societies, while advancing policy-relevant research and
promoting community engagement in this area.”
“We’re trying to look at the way that social experiences
are impacted by COVID-19,” said John Vertovec, Ph.D. candidate
in the Department of Global & Sociocultural Studies and not just
from one particular department or disciplinary framework, but
with the broadest possible [group] in order to analyze this.”
To participate in the project, users visit the GREETINGS, COVIDIANS
site and submit an anonymous photo with a caption documenting
how the participant is experiencing the impact of COVID-19. The
submissions are incorporated into a digital gallery.
“I hope this is cathartic for others as it was for me,” Vertovec said.
“With many changes happening simultaneously due to COVID-19
that are difficult to understand, it is an outlet.”
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Scan QR code to view the gallery
or submit your own photo.
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HAPPENINGS

The struggle for
democracy and
human rights

Global mind change
GREEN SCHOOL HOSTS INTERFAITH SYMPOSIUM
The Green School joined the Kriya Yoga Institute to host Global
Mind Change: Dialogues on Spiritual Ecology and Transforming
Individual and Planetary Consciousness, an interfaith symposium
that opened a four-day program focused on climate change and
other critical issues facing Latin America and the Caribbean.
The symposium was part of a broader event, “Religion, Ethics,
the Environment and Public Policy: Care for Our Common Home,”
presented by the Kimberly Green Latin American and Caribbean
Center and the FIU Department of Religious Studies.

GREEN SCHOOL HOSTS VIRTUAL
VISIT WITH FRENCH AMBASSADOR
In March 2021, French Ambassador to the U.S. Philippe
Etienne joined David J. Kramer, senior fellow and
director of the European and Eurasian Studies Program
for a conversation on the role of technology and social
media in human rights. The event focused on questions
linked to this pressing issue, including how can we
work together to address the threats to democracy and
human rights around the world and what are the best
ways to combat extremism and terrorism. This event
was part of the Dorothea Green Lecture Series and the
European and Eurasian Studies Program at FIU.

That event featured a dialogue on “integral ecology” and
“ecological conversion” and their impact on public policies in
Latin America and the Caribbean. It was co-sponsored by the
Ruth K. and Shepard Broad Distinguished Lecture Series, Mohsin
and Fauzia Jaffer Center for Muslim World Studies, Program in
the Study of Spirituality, Global Indigenous Forum and Center for
Humanities in an Urban Environment.
“I can think of no greater challenge to our continued existence
on this planet than climate change. Like with any global issue,
it is critical for all societies to come together with a common
vision and common purpose,’’ said Dean John F. Stack, Jr. at
the opening of the event. “I hope that today’s event and the
events of the next few days will contribute to a greater sense
of urgency.”

On human dignity
The European and Eurasian Studies Program, together with the Václav Havel Program for
Human Rights and Diplomacy, the Dorothea Green Lecture Series, the Jewish Museum
of Florida-FIU, the African and African Diaspora Studies Program and the Wolfsonian
Public Humanities Lab co-sponsored a webinar titled “On Human Dignity and Identity:
Observing International Human Rights Day.”
This event, hosted by the Green School, was to honor International Human Rights Day.
Moderated by Martin Palous, director of the Václav Havel Program for Human Rights and
Diplomacy, and David J. Kramer, director of the European and Eurasian Studies Program
and senior fellow with the Václav Havel Program for Human Rights and Diplomacy, it
featured three panelists: Francis Fukuyama, Olivier Nomellini senior fellow, Stanford
University’s Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies (FSI); Jacques Rupnik,
research professor, CERI, Sciences Po Paris; and Nicole Bibbins-Sedaca, professor of
practice and chair, Global Politics and Security Concentration, Georgetown University.
“With democracy and human rights under attack from both internal and external
challenges, this event was very timely,’’ said Kramer. “Both the United States and the
European continent are not immune from these threats, as we see from interference
in our elections and undermining of our institutions to disinformation and the
scapegoating of minority groups.”
Creating a Just, Peaceful and Prosperous World
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An eye on the Muslim
world today
JAFFER CENTER HOSTS CRITICAL
DIALOGUE WITH LEADING SCHOLARS
In 2020-21, the Moshin and Fauzia Jaffer Center
for Muslim World Studies continued to host
leading scholars on critical issues facing Muslims
and nonMuslims around the world, including the
plight of the Rohingya, an ethnic Muslim minority
group in Myanmar; the Muslim vote and the
2020 elections; and the contributions of AfricanAmerican Muslims in contemporary America,
among many others.
The Plight of the Rohingya: An Assessment of a
21st Century Genocide - The Rohingya, an ethnic
Muslim minority group in Myanmar, have for years
been subjected to institutional discrimination and
exclusionary citizenship laws by the government of
Myanmar. International human rights groups launched
a massive campaign to force an investigation into
atrocities committed by the Myanmar government,
including accusations of genocide. This panel explored
the current state of the Rohingya people and provided
an overview of the crisis. Featuring John G. Oates, FIU;
Navine Murshid, Colgate University; Grisel d’Elena, FIU;
Meer Hossain, CEO, Bangladesh American Society of
Muslim Aid for Humanity. Moderated by Daniel
Alvarez, FIU.
Race and Justice in 21st Century America: Legacies
and Contributions of African American Muslims While COVID-19 in many ways defined 2020, this was
also a year marked by ongoing national, if not global,
preoccupation with the struggle for racial justice and
the challenges that it presents to both the policy and
cultural dynamics of 21st century America. This panel
addressed the legal, historical as well as the grass
roots legacies and contributions of African American
Muslims in this struggle and the continuous national
search for racial and economic justice in contemporary
America. Featuring Imam Dr. Nasir Ahmed, imam,
Masjid al-Ansar; Cyra Akila Choudhury, College of Law,
FIU; Hon. Norman O. Hemming III, chief administrative
law judge and pastor, Cooper City Church of God and
Baptist Church of Sunrise; Michael Muhammad Knight,
University of Central Florida. Moderated by Daniel
Alvarez, FIU.
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The Muslim Vote and the 2020 Elections: A
Roundtable Discussion - Less than 600 votes in the
state of Florida determined the 2000 Presidential
elections. In Florida, like in the rest of the country, the
Muslim vote went to George W. Bush and arguably
decided the Presidential elections. How might the
“Muslim Vote” impact the 2020 elections? This
roundtable discussion featuring leading FIU faculty
experts and Emgage USA explored Florida election
trends, minority voter mobilization dynamics and
their potential impact leading up to the November
2020 elections. Featuring Yasir Billoo, chair, Emgage
PAC Florida; Cyra Akila Choudhury, College of Law,
FIU; Eduardo Gamarra, Department of Politics and
International Relations, FIU; Afifa Khaliq, Florida
co-chair, Emgage USA; Dario Moreno, Department of
Politics and International Relations, FIU. Moderated by
Calvin Hughes, News Anchor, Channel 10.
Islam and Muslims in America: Past, Present and
Future with Seyyed Hossain Nasr - Islam is one of
the most vibrant religious traditions in America. This
lecture addressed the historical roots in which Islam
arrived in the United States, the formation of the first
Muslim communities and the current state of Islam
and Muslims in America. Featuring Seyyed Hossein
Nasr, university professor, the George Washington
University; with commentary by Mohsin Jaffer,
founder, Mohsin and Fauzia Jaffer Center for Muslim
World Studies; and Aisha Subhani, board member,
COSMOS and Zaytuna College. Moderated by Mohamed
K. Ghumrawi, adjunct professor, Department of Politics
and International Relations, FIU.
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Green School co-hosts Holocaust
and Genocide Awareness Week
FIU observed Holocaust and Genocide Awareness Week from January 25 – 29,
2021, with a remembrance ceremony and a series of events that included
real-life testimonials, feature films, poetic expression and special talks. Hosted
by Hillel at FIU, the Holocaust and Genocide Studies Program and the Jewish
Museum of Florida-FIU, the commemorative week gave the FIU community
an opportunity to explore a range of perspectives on the Holocaust and other
genocides and mass violence.
At the heart of the commemoration is the university’s annual remembrance
event, which this year featured keynote speaker Suly Chenkin, a child survivor
of the Holocaust. Chenkin was smuggled out of the Kovno Ghetto in Lithuania
in a potato sack at the age of three and reunited years later with her parents
in Cuba. Now living in Charlotte, N.C., Chenkin speaks widely to school and
community groups about the Holocaust and her experience.

Suly Chenkin

“With the increase of antisemitic acts and white nationalist rhetoric, it’s essential for people to see that we as a
human society have been here before and we are going to continue doing this to each other until we learn how to
tolerate diversity, how to speak to each other and how to listen to each other,” said Oren Baruch Stier, director of
the Holocaust and Genocide Studies Program and professor of Religious Studies at FIU.
“Now, more than ever, if we don’t learn about the past, and the mistakes of the past, we will not grow as a society
and as a human race,” Stier said. “We take community engagement seriously at FIU, and FIU is a leader in thought
that leads to positive change.”

Creating a Just, Peaceful and Prosperous World
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The Ruth K. and Shepard Broad
Distinguished Lecture Series
The Ruth K. and Shepard Broad Distinguished Lecture Series takes inspiration from the legacy of Ruth K.
and Shepard Broad and is generously supported by a gift from the Shepard Broad Foundation. The series
allows students, faculty and the community to analyze the events and forces shaping the world while
learning from leading scholars and thinkers.

Sponsored and co-sponsored events of 2020-21 included:
Social Media and the Age of Disinformation, a discussion
on the state of disinformation in social media and what it
means for democratic societies.
Confronting the Rise of Antisemitism in the US:
From Conspiracy Theories to Hate Crimes, a timely
conversation that explores the opportunities and
challenges to confront antisemitism.
China’s Sharp Power: Beijing’s Growing Repression, a
conversation exploring the Chinese government’s growing
predilection for exertion of sharp power, and what this
means for the global community.
Power, Protest and Persona: Vladimir Putin and a Russia
in Flux, a conversation with faculty experts exploring the
implications of the latest developments in Russia and a
look at Vladimir Putin.
World War II as Seen Today: Understanding the Legacy of
the conflict 75 years later, a conversation that explored
how the world we inhabit today was shaped by the Second
World War and why its legacy still matters.
Antisemitism in Europe: Implications for Liberal
Democracy and Lessons to Be Learned, a timely
conversation that explores the steady resurgence of
antisemitism throughout Europe in recent years and its
implications for the future of liberal democracy.
Spiraling Out of Control: Armenia and Azerbaijan on the
Brink, an expert panel discussing the latest developments
and what they mean not only for Armenia and Azerbaijan
but for the wider region.
Observing the U.S. Election: The View from the OSCE, a
discussion surrounding the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and the polarization and
controversy surrounding the 2020 election.
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Hybrid Hate: Conflations of Antisemitism & Anti-Black
Racism from the Renaissance to the Third Reich, a
conversation with author Tudor Parfitt discussing his book
of the same name.
The Year of Dangerous Days: Book Presentation and
Conversation with Nicholas Griffin, a conversation with
the journalist and award-winning author about his recent
book of the same name.
Fall 2020 Leadership Lecture Series, an hour-long Zoom
lecture series features public sector leaders discussing
contemporary challenges and sharing insight into their
leadership and professional development experience.
Hagia Sophia: Reflections on History, Faith and Politics,
a discussion regarding the contexts, arguments for/
against and the possible long-term consequences of the
structure’s transformation back into a mosque.
Religion, Ethics, The Environment and Public Policy:
Care for our Common Home, a symposium reflecting
on the setbacks, progress, good practices and
lessons learned, which might help cultivate and
ensure responsibility for the care of our common
home in Latin America and the Caribbean.
UN Fact Finding Mission’s report on Venezuela: Crimes
against humanity, an online panel discussion of leading
experts on the contents of this historic report as well
as its possible effects both within Venezuela and at the
international level.
2020 FIU Cuba Poll: How Cuban Americans in Miami
view U.S. policies toward Cuba, a conversation on what
the poll reveals in 2020 and how leading experts think
it will impact the 2020 Presidential Election and
U.S.-Cuba relations.
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Reframing Syrian Refugee Insecurity Through a Feminist
Lens, a conversation with author Jessy Abouarab about
her recent book, “Reframing Syrian Refugee Insecurity”
through a Feminist Lens: The Case of Lebanon.
Islam and Muslims in America: Past, Present and Future,
a lecture dealing with the state of Islam and Muslims in
America, challenges Islam is facing and steps that need
to be taken to overcome them.
The Muslim Vote and the 2020 Elections, a roundtable
discussion featuring leading FIU faculty experts and
Emgage USA explored Florida election trends, minority
voter mobilization dynamics and their potential impact
on the 2020 November elections.
History of Poland: As seen through the cover of TIME,
a slide presentation and discussion with opening
comments from Poland’s Ambassador to the United
States Piotr Wilczek
A Divided Union: Structural Challenges to Bipartisanship
in American Politics, a book discussion with former U.S.
Representatives Patrick Murphy (D) and David Jolly (R)
exploring the pressing political challenges they have
identified over their multiple terms in Congress and
that continue to plague the American electorate today,
including key institutional barriers they faced
in Washington.
Last Days of Theresienstadt: The Eyewitness Testimony
of Eva Novack-Mosse, a conversation with scholar Skye
Doney, who co-translated the remarkable eyewitness
testimony of Noack-Mosse contained in the pages of her
book “Last Days of Theresienstadt.”

Shifting Political Landscapes in Europe: Poland’s Role, a
conversation surrounding the last decade of politics in
Europe, including Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and Brexit
to the controversy over immigration and the COVID-19
pandemic, and where Poland’s place will be among all
of it.
Reframing LGBTQ+ Rights as Human Rights, an exploration
of international LGBTQ+ politics and its relation to antigender and post-colonial policies, as well as relevant
topics such as same-sex marriage, the role of international
institutions in promoting rights and LGBTQ+ refugees.
Quantum Theory as Critical Theory: Alienation,
Entanglement, and the Politics of Social Physics, a
discussion of the recent emergence of a quantum social
theory as a form of critical theory, entangling rather than
alienating subjects.
Film Screening of “When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit,” based
on the semi-autobiographical book by Judith Kerr that
tells the story of a Jewish family who flees Berlin on the
eve of the first federal election, in 1933, following the Nazi
seizure of power.
Reality Hacking: Finding Flow in the Times of Change,
a dynamic and interactive presentation surrounding
uncertainty and flow from a psychological perspective and
scientific point of view – featuring Vanina Kala Waizmann
and Mariana Berenstein, and special guest Gastón Quieto.
Extreme Events in Central America: Reducing Risk,
Enhancing Resilience, a one-day conference on how
Central America can reduce risk, increase resilience and
manage the increasing impact of extreme events which
have become the “new normal” for the region.

Scan QR code to view
videos of lecture
series events.
Creating a Just, Peaceful and Prosperous World
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The second phase of the Green School
complex is well underway and on schedule,
slated for completion in Fall 2022 with
occupancy in Spring 2023.

facebook.com/fiusipa |
305-348-7266
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twitter.com/fiu_sipa | instagram.com/fiu_sipa/
|

sipa.fiu.edu

|

sipa@fiu.edu
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